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HOUSE BILL No. 1233

Introduced by: Representatives Hunt, Dykstra, Gillespie, Glenski, Hargens, Heineman,
Howie, Jerke, Klaudt, Koistinen, Kraus, Krebs, Lange, McCoy, Michels,
Miles, Pederson (Gordon), Putnam, Rave, Rhoden, Schafer, Street, Tornow,
Weems, Wick, and Willadsen and Senators Bartling, Abdallah, Broderick,
Earley, Hanson (Gary), Kloucek, Lintz, Moore, Peterson (Jim), Schoenbeck,
and Sutton (Duane)

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED, An Act to establish atask force to study abortion and to provide
for its composition, scope, and administration.
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKQOTA:
Section 1. Thereishereby established the South Dakota Task Forceto Study Abortion. The
task force shall consist of fifteen members. Six members shall be appointed by the Speaker of
the House of Representatives, and four members shall be appointed by the President Pro
Tempore of the Senate, and five members shall be appointed by the Governor. Not all members
appointed by each appointive power may belong to the same political party. The initia
appointments shall be made within thirty days of the effective date of this Act. If thereisa
vacancy on the task force, the vacancy shall be filled in the same manner as the original
appointment.
Section 2. The task force shall be under the supervision of the Executive Board of the

Legidative Research Council and staffed and funded as an interim legislative committee.
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Section 3. Thetask force shall study the practice of abortion sinceitslegalization, the body
of knowledge concerning the development and behavior of the unborn child which has
devel oped because of technol ogical advances and medical experience since the legalization of
abortion, the societal, economic, and ethical impact and effectsof legalized abortion, the degree
to which decisionsto undergo abortions are voluntary and informed, the effect and health risks
that undergoing abortions has on the women, including the effects on thewomen's physical and
mental health, including the delayed onset of cancer, and her subsequent life and socioeconomic
experiences, the nature of the relationship between a pregnant woman and her unborn child,
whether abortion is a workable method for the pregnant woman to waive her rights to a
relationship with the child, whether the unborn child is capable of experiencing physical pain,
whether the need exists for additional protections of the rights of pregnant women
contemplating abortion, and whether there isany interest of the state or the mother or the child
which would justify changing the lawsrelative to abortion. Thetask force shall prepare areport
detailingitsfindings, which shall include any proposal sfor additional legislation asit may deem
advisable, and submit the report to the Governor and Legislature no later than December 1,

2005.



